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SUBJ: KING HUSSEIN’S VISIT TO MOROCCO 

REF: AMMAN 2769 

1. KING HUSSEIN SPENT PORTY-EIGHT HOURS HERE MAY 14-16 
ON VISIT WHICH PRESS DESCRIBED AS BEING IN CONTEXT OP 
CONSULTATIONS AND CONTACTS WITH KING HASSAN. PRESS ITEM 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT HUSSEIN'S VISIT QUOTE TAKES PLACE AT TIME 
WHEN JORDANIAN SOVEREIGN HAS MARKED WITH AUTHENTIC ARAB 
SEAL BENEFICIAL ACTION HE IS TAKING TO CREATE CLIMATE 
PAVORABLE TO CLOSING OP ARAB RANKS AND TO ELIMINATE ALL 
CAUSES OP DISSENSION UNQUOTE. 
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2. WE SUSPECT LATTER POINT TO BE REPERENCE TO HUSSEIN'S MAY DAY 
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SPEECH AND THAT IT MAY REFEECT MOROCCAN VIEW (PRESUMABLY MISTAKEN) 
THAT JORDANIANS CONTEMPLATING PLAYING REDUCED ROLE AT GENEVA NEG- 
OTIATIONS. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL SPECULATED TO EMBOFF PRIOR 
TO VISIT THAT HUSSEIN MIGHT SEEK HASSAN'S ADVICE ON WHETHER 
JORDAN SHOULD CONTINUE TO NEGOTIATE AT GENEVA OR LEAVE JOB TO 
PALESTINIANS. IN THIS OFFICIAL'S VIEW, JORDAN HAD ALREADY 
RECOGNIZED ROLE OF PLO AND MIGHT BE SEEKING WITHDRAW FROM 
NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING WEST BANK. 

3. WHATEVER MOROCCAN VIEW OF KING HUSSEIN'S MISSION, THEY 
APPARENTLY DID NOT TREAT HIM WELL DURING HIS STAY. ALTHOUGH KING 
HASSAN MET HIM AT AIRPORT ON HIS ARRIVAL ON MORONING OF MAY 14, 

AND SAW HIM OFF MAY 16, WE UNDERSTAND THAT ONLY EVENTS 
SCHEDULED DURING VISIT WERE TWO-HOUR TETE-A-TETE DINNER FOR 
TWO KINGS EVENING MAY 14, AND A DINNER IN CASABLANCA AS GUEST 

OF PREFECTURE GOVERNOR MAY 15, FOR WHICH KING HUSSEIN HAD TO 
MAKE 80-KILOMETER TRIP TO CASABLANCA BY CAR. FOR MOST OF REST OF 
TIME, KING HUSSEIN SIMPLY STAYED AT ROYAL GUEST VILLA WHICH HAD 
BEEN ASSIGNED HIM (PRESUMABLY SAME ONE OCCUPIED BY SECRETARY 
WHEN HERE) AND DID NOT EVEN PARTICIPATE IN FUNERAL CEREMONIES 
FOR ALLAL AL FASSI, THOUGH ALGERIAN AND TUNISIAN CABINET 
MINISTERS HERE ON OTHER BUSINESS DID. SEMI-OFFICAIL PRESS GAVE 
VISIT MINIMAL COVERAGE, AND DEVOTED NO SPACE AT ALL TO IT MAY 
16. COVERAGE MAY 17 PERFUNCTORY. 

4. AS WE VIEW VISIT, WE ARE KEEPING IN MIND HAROLD NICHOLSON'S 
WARNING THAT WESTERNER SHOULD NEVER TRY TO UNDERSTAND WORKINGS 
OF ORIENTAL MIND. ON FACE OF IT, KING HASSAN, LIKE MANY 
MOROCCANS, WAS PREOCCUPIED WITH DEATH OF ALLAL AL FASSI, ONE 

OF LEADING FIGURES OF MOROCCO'S INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLE, AND THIS 
MAY EXPLAIN LACK OF PROGRAM. NEVERTHELESS, OUR EXPERIENCE 
WITH PALACE HAS BEEN THAT IT IS EFFICIENT BODY WHICH COULD AT LEAST 
PREPARE MORE ACTIVE PROGRAM EVEN IF KING HASSAN HIMSELF WERE 
UNWILLING TO GIVE MUCH OF HIS OWN TIME. JORDANIANS, WE UNDERSTAND 
(WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN ANYONE FROM THEIR EMBASSY), WERE PUZZLED 
BY RECEPTION. ARAB DIPLOMATS MYSTIFIED. WE WILL FOLLOW UP. 

PARKER 
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